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profound, too permanent, to allow us to believe that
the human mind could anticipate them, far less ad-
just the scheme; thence the disposition, to take re-
fuge in chance, or providential design, instead of
applying to it the process of reasoning, by which we
estimate the effects of the laws of Solon, or the
triumphs of Timolcon. Nevertheless, this scheme
was framed by a single man, who filled with his own
spirit those who were in immediate contact with him,
and impressed a whole people with the profoundest
veneration of which man ever was the object. The
system of laws and morals which he formed agreed
equally with the highest development as with the
lowest level of society, which, during ten centuries,
passing from race to race, made every people by whom
it was received superior to, and triumphant over, the
nations and empires with which they came in contact.
By the same process that Islam subdued Arabian
idolatry, so did it subdue fire-worship. After con-
quering the Arabs it conquered the Persian Turks,
Mongol Tartars, Berebers, and a large portion of
the Greek and other populations. At this day that
faith is spread where the hostile banners of its pro-
fessors never flew. Missionary labours have ex-
tended it to the eastern confines of India. Moor-
croft found it in Ladak, triumphing over Buddhism;
and the Landers found it on the banks of the Niger,